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Flying Saucers: 


Moderator Murray: 


For scores of generations civil- 

ized men have recorded astonish- 
ing descriptions of atmospheric 
peenomena and awesome things 
hovering in the skies above them. 
Mysterious floating objects, flashes 
and fireballs, and luminescent mani- 
festations of every description, are 
recounted in the annals of Western 
civilization as far back as Roman 
crimes. Speculation as to _ their 
origin was, of course, largely con- 
llitioned upon the degree of scien- 
tific knowledge at the disposal of 
the observer. Generally, however, 
they were isolated instances, un- 
related, and void of organized 
study anywhere. 
_ Against this historic background, 
he controversy which has de- 
veloped in the United States since 
1947 over the so-called flying 
jaucer sightings is absolutely with- 
sut precedent or parallel. An im- 
ressive accumulation of approxt- 
mately 800 unexplained reports 
lias not only been accorded the 
ividest possible publicity, intriguing 
he public everywhere, and taxing 
jae credulity of many, but has by 
ow enlisted on a national scale 
jae ingenuity of some of our top 
irmen, scientists, and military ex- 
jerts. 

Curiously enough, it is said that 
lnore than 18 per cent of these 
ightings were reported by trained 
jnilitary personnel, and some 11 
<i cent were reported by air force 
jicts aloft. Of all sightings re- 
omeed, somewhat less than 15 per 
ti are reported to be classified 
5 unexplained.” To delve into 
fae mysteries of these unexplained 
Jheaomena, the resources of the 
nced States and other nations 
2] mustered at strategic points 
a of special cameras, radar in- 
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stallations, and other detection de- 
vices, manned by trained person- 
nel. Meantime, the controversy 
rages unabated between those who 
believe that the so-called flying 
saucers are fact and those who dis- 
miss them as an illusion. 

Tonight, Town Hall is proud to 
present two distinguished expo- 
nents of each of these viewpoints. 
Our first guest is Major Donald E. 
Keyhoe, author of Flying Saucers 
from Outer Space. Born in Iowa, 
Major Keyhoe attended the United 
States Naval Academy and was 
commissioned with the rank of 
Lieutenant in the U. S. Marine 
Corps. The following year he 
finished his training course for 
Naval Aviators at Pensacola. 

From 1925 to ’27 he was Chief 
of Information of the Aeronautics 
Branch of the Department of Com- 
merce and was assigned as Man- 
ager of the U. S. Tour of the 
Josephine Ford North Pole plane, 
which flew around the country 
with Floyd Bennett and Bernt 


Balchen. In 1949, Major Keyhoe 
was assigned to investigate the 
flying saucer mystery for True 


magazine. The Flying Saucers Are 
Real was his first book on the 
subject. It was followed by Flying 
Saucers from Outer Space, pub- 
lished in November of this year. 

Town Hall is proud to welcome 
Major Keyhoe. 


Major Keyhoe: 


In 1948, like many other pilots, 
I scoffed at the saucer reports. 
Now after a five-year investigation, 
I believe they are real. But there 
is only one way to decide this 
question fairly—by examining the 
official reports. Neither my opin- 
ion nor Mr. Leonard’s has any 
value unless it is backed by the 


evidence. In the last five years, I 
have seen hundreds of air force 
reports covering world-wide sight- 
ings. The official records cleared 
for me have included the most 
baffling cases in intelligence files— 
cases used in the secret briefing of 
high government officials. 

These reports were made by air 
force, navy, marine corps, and air- 
line pilots, by expert radar men, 
guided missile trackers, and other 
trained observers. The official con- 
clusions were released to me by 
Air Technical Intelligence. Since 
Mr. Leonard cannot be expected to 
know these hundreds of reports, I 
shall refer mainly to official cases 
from my book which he has re- 
viewed. I repeat, these are Air 
Force Intelligence reports, certi- 
fied by official documents in the 
book. They are not from anony- 
mous sources, as Mr. Leonard mis- 
takenly stated. These sightings 
were analyzed by Intelligence offi- 
cers or by scientists under secret 
contract. 

In case after case, pilots and 
radar men insist that the objects 
maneuvered under intelligent con- 
trol, often at fantastic speeds. In 
the last two months reports have 
rapidly increased. As a result, new 
orders have been given to pilots, 
which I shall explain later. Other 
governments have also taken new 
steps. In Canada, a special ob- 
servatory has been set up to track 
saucers and learn their means of 
propulsion. Mr. Bennett E. Smith, 
the official in charge, with a frank- 
ness unknown here, publicly ad- 
mitted that the saucers are prob- 
ably from outer space. 

In our ait force only one In- 
telligence officer, Colonel William 
C. Odell, has been allowed to 
make such a statement and then 
without use of his rank. But this 
conviction is privately shared by 
many in the air force. Certain air- 


line pilots, after sighting strange 
machines, have publicly announced 
their belief that the saucers are 
observation devices from another 
planet, that an advanced: race is 
making a long survey of the earth. 
delaying contact until they under- 
stand every phase of our life and 
can gauge our probable reactions. 
On the basis of the evidence, ] 
believe this is the answer, fan: 
tastic as it may seem. (Applause) 


Mr. Murray: 


Thank you, Major Keyhoe. O 
next guest is Jonathan Norto 
Leonard, science editor of Tim 
Magazine. Mr. Leonard joined th 
weekly news magazine staff a 
foreign news writer in 1943. H 
became Time’s science editor it 
1945. Born in Somerville, Mas 
sachusetts, he attended publi 
schools there and entered Harvar 
University in 1921. Originally wi 
the New York Times, he became : 
free-lance writer, and for the nex 
ten years turned out innumerabl: 
books and articles, including th’ 
Enjoyment of Science, Crusaders o 
Chemistry, and his most recen 
book, Flight Into Space, a phil 
sophical but factual view of th 
fact and fancies of space fligh 
which was published in Octobe 
of this year. 

We are proud to welcome M: 
Jonathan N. Leonard to Ame 
ica’s Town Meeting. 


Mr. Leonard: 


The question, “Do you b 
lieve in flying saucers?” hi 
come to mean “Do you belie 
that flying saucers are spaceshij 
from a foreign planet?” I do m 
believe it, because I have seen 
evidence for it. All I have seen 
reports of strange sights in tl 
sky. Most of them have been e 
plained in unsensational ways, at 
most of the rest were so poorly 1 


ported that no conclusion is pos- 
sible. But even if many unex- 
\plained saucers had been seen, they 
mould not necessarily be space- 
ships. To call them spaceships is 
lumping to an extremely unlikely 
conclusion. It is explaining a small 
wnystery by pinning it on a big 
jmystery. 

The ancient Greeks could not 
explain lightning, so they gave up 
d called it a weapon of the god, 
Zeus. This was no explanation at 
Wall. The flying saucer cultists are 
doing the same thing. They ex- 
blain a few puzzling reports by 
teaming up spaceships, and they 
izive them a god-like ability to 
violate all known physical laws. 
Khe world is full of mysteries, and 
Whe way to solve them is to observe 
bem and study them carefully. 
Whis is what the air force has been 
doing, and it says that it has no 


wvidence that fying saucers are 
jpipaceships 
4 People who say that the air 


‘Porce is lying about this and that it 
Js deliberately concealing a threat- 
|pined invasion from space are ac- 
ihusing it of something close to 
weason. I do not think that they 
Aire justified. Spaceships are not im- 
ossible, theoretically. The human 
‘ace can build them if it makes 
done effort, and there may be races 
Jo space that have already done so. 
ft least I cannot prove that there 
je not. But to say that flying 
aucers are spaceships, just be- 
ause a few of the reports are hard 
> explain, is naive and primitive 
Joiziking. It is like explaining light- 
‘fing by calling it the weapon of a 


1. (Applause) 


Mr. Murray: Thank you very 
‘neh, Mr. Leonard. Major Keyhoe, 
‘Vefore we go into our exchange of 
‘@/s—and I know they are going 
&, . 4 
|p de sharp this evening—I was 
: be @gued by a statement which you 
4 


made in your opening presenta- 
tion, and I would like to ask you 
if you might not wish to elaborate 
on it. You said that during the 
last two months reports on un- 
identified flying objects have 
rapidly increased, and then you 
said that as a result of this, new 
orders had been given to pilots and 
you would explain that later. I 
wonder if you would explain that 
to us now. 


Major Keyhoe: ‘The air force, 
through the MAT Intelligence, that 
is Military Air Transport Intelli- 
gence, has sent word to all airline 
pilots, instead of waiting after they 
sight an unidentified object in the 
ait, waiting till they land to write 
up the report or be interrogated, 
they are immediately to get on the 
radio and give a running account 
of what they see. This was con- 
firmed to me by the Airline Pilots 
Association and also by Air Force 
Public Information. The same 
order has been relayed to all mili- 
tary pilots, presumably to those in 
the navy and the marine corps. 


Mr. Murray: I see. Mr. Leonard, 
do you have any comment to make 
on that? 


Mr. Leonard: I think it is a fine 
thing. Sure. There is a lot of con- 
troversy on this thing and the air 
force has been accused of conceal- 
ing evidence, and it is a very good 
thing to tell the pilots to report 
right off. 


Major Keyhoe: But it shows a 
great deal of concern, which the 
air force at the same time dis- 
avows. It says, ‘““We are not con- 
cerned; there is nothing to it,” and 
at the same time they give these 
orders, and tell everybody to get 
in the information as rapidly as 
possible. 


Mr. Leonard: I don’t think they 
are concerned about spaceships. I 


think they are concerned’ about the 
publicity they are getting. 


Major Keyhoe: ‘They are con- 
cerned about the objects. 


Mr. Murray: Well, gentlemen, 
that brings us, I think, to the very 
first point which the average 
American would like to have clari- 
fied and discussed this evening. 
What are the observers seeing, in 
your opinion? Are they seeing 
something or are they seeing noth- 
ing? Is it imagination or is it 
factual, that they are seeing some- 
thing? 

Major Keyhoe: I think they are 
seeing something. I think that a 
good many of these people are 
perfectly sincere. There are some 
jokers and liars, some drunks no 
doubt, but I think a good many of 
them see something. What they see 
is another question. 


Mr. Murray: Do you have an 
opinion, Mr. Leonard, as to what 
they may be actually seeing? 


Mr. Leonard: I think they are 
seeing a great variety of things. I 
think they see reflections from the 
tail fins of aluminum airplanes— 
you can see them at a much 
greater distance than you can see 
an airplane. They see weather bal- 
loons, and I think in the case of 
the more mystifying reports they 
see various kinds of optical effects. 
They aren’t optical illusions any 
more than a rainbow is. A rain- 
bow is an effect, an optical effect. 
It is very real; it is so; we know 
how it works. And there are a great 
many other ways that lights can 
be apparently displaced and made 
to move. The common mirage of 
an auto in the road is a very com- 
mon example every auto owner 
knows. They see this car appar- 
ently in the road, and that is true 
of a great many other optical 
effects. 


Mr. Murray: Major Keyhoe, do) 
you subscribe to that theory? 


Major Keyhoe: No, I am afraid : 
I can’t. That might be true in many 
cases of untrained observers—peo-" 
ple who would be honestly mis-) 
taken. But hundreds of airline 
pilots, radar men, weather bureau” 
observers, who are trained tc 
recognize such things, and year 
after year have been reporting 
these objects, many of which are 
confirmed by radar, simultaneously % 
say that the object was real and 
that it was under intelligent con} 
trol, maneuvering. And many ob: 
servers, of which I can only men: 
tion a few tonight, have so statec! 
that the object was unknown anc 
in the analysis, they stated that the 
object seemed to be under intel? 
ligent control. 


Mr. Murray: Mr. Leonard, I be 
lieve you stated at the outset tha 
you felt there were only a few 
puzzling reports. Now, Major, 
know that you disagree with tha 
Do you have any idea, however 
as to how many reports are puzz 
ling, or are unsolved, so far? 


Mr. Leonard: I don’t think ther 
are very many. I think there ar 
many reports which are put dow 
by the air force as unidentified 
and they may be, and in most case 
ate, unidentified, because the evi 
dence given is extremely sketchy 
I heard of one example, for i 
stance, of a man who called wu 
very excitedly and said somethin’ 
like this: “I saw something flyin’ 
by. It looked like a bird but } 
was flying a lot faster than an 
bird ought to fly. What was it? 
The air force put that down ¢ 
unexplained, and listed the thin 
as a UFO. I think Major Keyhe 
calls it an unexplained flying o 
ject. 


Mr. Murray: Major Keyhoe, 
you agree with that? 


Major Keyhoe: I would like to 
give a report by, let us say, some 
one a little more trained. On Oc- 
tober 29 over Hempstead, Long 
Island, two jet pilots, who were 
on a mission, spotted a very bright 
white light and they tried to close 
in. The machine, or whatever it 
was, tightened up. They were un- 
able to get inside its turn, and 
unally after trying to match the 
machine’s performance for several 
minutes, they gave up. Both men 

_had experience in fighter tactics. 
Now here is the statement that the 
senior pilot gave to Intelligence: 
“It is my opinion that the object 
was controlled by something hav- 
ing visual contact with us. The 
power and acceleration were be- 

yond the capability of any known 

‘WU. S. Aircraft.” But on this the 
intelligence officer added, “It is 

|) believed this report is based on 
|) reliable and verifiable observation.” 

' That is an official Intelligence re- 

}) port. 


| Mr. Murray: How many reports, 
\ of that type, do you feel are on the 
| books now, Major? 


Major Keyhoe: At least 400. I 
| have some of the key cases right 
| here which prove that the objects 
are real, that they are under con- 
} trol, and that many of the people 
y who saw them are convinced that 
'( they were some kind of revolution- 
ary machine. 


Mr. Murray: Mr. Leonard, do 
y you feel that there is any pattern 
i in these reports that the Major has 
cited ? 


Mr. Leonard: Yes, I think there 
ig a pattern. Some of these fakes 
are similar, but I would like to 
sgy a little bit about these trained 
@ servers. The airline pilot, or 
fehter pilot, is generally a very 
fire guy. Some of my best friends 
alte pilots. But he is very rarely a 


i 
b 
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As 
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physicist. He very rarely under- 
stands the effects of refraction. 

I think if you question them you 
will find they know very little 
about such things. And so when 
we say a trained observer, we mean 
that he has been trained to recog- 
nize certain definite things, and 
when he comes up against some- 
thing which isn’t in the book he 
often misinterprets it very widely. 
And this, I think, is the case that 
Major Keyhoe has just cited. 


Mr. Murray: But you do feel that 
he saw something, however, what 
he saw was not any kind of a 
space machine? 


Mr. Leonard: No, and I think he 
jumped to the conclusion that it 
was intelligently controlled. It was 
a very, very long jump. 


Mr. Murray: Well, speaking of 
intelligently controlled incidents, 
I think almost everyone is aware 
of the so-called sightings at Wash- 
ington several months back. I won- 
der if you would care to discuss 
that as an example of either acci- 
dental, or perhaps controlled, per- 
formance. Major, would you like 
to begin in the discussion of that? 


Major Keyhoe: Yes, I should. I 
investigated that for six weeks 
after the two week-end incidents. 
I talked with all the radar men 
who were in the control center, 
with the radar engineer, with an 
official of the Weather Bureau, 
their radar expert, with the pilots 
who sighted these things in the 
air, with radar men at other sta- 
tions. 

These things were triangulated 
from three radar stations. They 
were seen simultaneously in the 
air at exactly the point where the 
radar sets showed them. They 
showed the same maneuvers, the 
same speeds which were reported 
visually by observers in the air 
and on the ground, and later on 


I was told by an air force Tech- 
nical Intelligence Center that this 
principle applied the same thing 
that they had in many similar 
cases—that electronic or visual 
mirage, or meteorological phenom- 
enon, was out of the question as 
the radar set was on high beam 
and both would not occur simul- 
taneously in the same place. Now 
this would rule out inversion com- 
pletely, although at the Air Force 
Conference in July it was suggested 
that temperature inversion was 
probably the answer. 

Later on I asked the air force to 
designate an official spokesman 
who would give me what they 
considered the answer. We went 
into it; I preserved all the evi- 
dence; and gave him the temper- 
ature inversion for that night 
which was less than 114 degrees. 
This spokesman then told me, and 
allowed me to give it as official 
air force viewpoint, that with such 
a low inversion it was impossible 
for temperature inversion to have 
been the answer. The case re- 
mained unexplained and it still is. 


Mr. Murray: Mr. Leonard, how 
would you explain the Washing- 
ton sightings? 


Mr. Leonard: Well, as science 
editor of Time I got a report on 
that immediately. In fact, I got 
telephone reports from the inside 
of the radar station where the ob- 
servations were being made. And 
one of our men was there, right 
on the spot, and I had very great 
doubts about this. It seemed to be 
a very curious, panicky situation 
among these boys, and so one thing 
I did was to ask whether these 
objects had been seen on radars at 
a slight distance from Washington. 
I could find no one who had seen 
them except in the immediate 
vicinity of Washington. 

Then they called up jets, of 


course, to come down there and 
defend the White House and Con- 
gress and the Federal Reserve 
Bank and other such things from 
flying saucers, and the jets came 
over from Delaware and they got 
there pretty soon. They criss- 
crossed all around Washington 
and they found no such things. So 
I decided there wasn’t very much 
to it and then the air force later 
came out with an official statement 
on the subject that there wasn’t 
anything to it. 

Of course Major Keyhoe says 
that they didn’t, but, actually, they — 
did come out with a statement that 
this was caused by temperature in- 
versions. I think they had a lot 
more information than can be 
gathered in newspapers and by 
talking to individuals who having 
seen something are committed to_ 
stand by it. Before any more is 
said about official statements of the | 
air force I would like to read part 
of a letter. I thought there would 
be remarks about the official atti- 
tude of the air force, so I called 
up the air force and asked them. 


This is a letter on the stationery 
of the Department of the Air, 
Force in Washington, from the 
office of the Secretary of the Air 
Force, and that is as high as you 
can get. It is signed by Colonel 
Max B. Boyd, Chief of the Infor- 
mation Division, Office of Public 
Information. It reads: ‘Dear Mr. 
Leonard: General Smith has: told 
me of your need for a statement: 
from the air force concerning fly- 
ing saucers. The air force position 
concerning the unexplained aerial 
phenomena has been restated re- 
cently in the enclosed fact sheet 
which I hope will be useful to you.) 
You may be interested also in 
other recent air force statements 
which said: ‘After reviewing its 
massive reports and presenting the 


ibetter documented ones to highly 
competent scientific advisers, the 
ait force has found that there is 
‘absolutely no proof in these re- 
\ports that space travel from an- 
other planet is going on.’ Either of 
these statements may be attributed 
© the air force or to an air-force 
jspokesman. ” Now if I were read- 
ing on occasion some of the things 
a that fact sheet, one of them is 
about the same sort of thing. It 
says that, “no authentic physical 
jevidence has been received estab- 
ishing the existence of spaceships 
ifrom other planets.” 


Mr. Murray: Mr. Leonard, if I 
may interrupt, is there any evidence 
or any statement by the air force 
which would deny, for example, 
these sightings of solid objects con- 
rolled by intelligent procedure? 


Mr. Leonard: Well, if you ruled 
put, the air force also rules out, 
that they are their own guided 
issiles, and they rule out that 
they are guided missiles from for- 
feign countries. If you rule those 
o things out, and they still say 
hat they are not interplanetary, 
why they must be something that 


wcan be explained some much 
simpler way. 
Mr. Murray: Well, gentlemen, 


Ido you feel that there is anything 
}being withheld by the air force or 
the Pentagon? Films or photo- 
}2etaphs or secret analysis, perhaps, 
which the public has a right to 
know? 


Major Keyhoe: Well, in one spe- 
icfic case, the analysis of a motion 
Picture, one of the Utah pictures, 
}4as been withheld from the pub- 
lic. These pictures were taken in 
iy of 1952. They were analyzed 
low a period of four to six months 
‘by the air force and the navy, and 
ty were also analyzed by civilian 
%erts who were brought in for 


that purpose. At that time, it was 
decided that the objects could not 
be explained as any conventional 
objects of any kind. They were 
not aircraft; they were not bal- 
loons; they were not reflections. 
from birds’ wings. 

It was decided then, by a group 
that believed that it should be 
made public, that there would be 
a showing of this film to the 
press in Washington and a public 
statement made. A _ controversy 
arose over that which lasted for 
about two months, at which time 
the planned showing was killed. 
I was given a copy of the press 
release which was to have been 
given out at that time. And it 
stated emphatically that these were 
the answers, that they did not have 
any explanation for them. The air 
force, therefore, would not specu- 
late on what they were. 

But they said that they were 
maneuvering at high speeds and 
that within a five-mile distance 
they could easily have been iden- 
tified as aircraft or balloons. Later 
on, about six weeks ago, I inquired 
of the air force if they had any 
new answer and I was told by the 
air force press desk, by an official 
on the desk, that there was now a 
suggestion that they might have 
been migratory birds, in spite of 
the fact that in this analysis, which 
has not been released to the pub- 
lic, it says they could not be re- 
flections from birds, because the 
light source was too intense and 
no bird’s wing could be that re- 
flective. I thave that statement 
here and I would be glad to show 
it to Mr. Leonard or anyone else. 


Mr. Leonard: The statements 
seem to be a little bit confused. 
Now here is the latest from the 
air force: “There have been some 
misconceptions concerning air force 
handling of flying saucer reports. 


One of these misconceptions is 
that the air force is either with- 
holding flying saucer information 
from the public or cloaking it 
beneath a security classification. 
This is untrue.’ They also say 
that: “However, only a very few 
movie type films have been received 
by the air force, and they reveal 
only pinpoints of light moving 
across the sky, the air force has 
been unable to identify the source 
of these lights. The images are 
too small to analyze properly.” 

They don’t know what they are, 
and I think that is it in a great 
many cases—we don’t know. But 
the thing that I object to is the 
vast jump from lack of knowledge 
to a dogmatic statement that these 
things are spaceships. 


Major Keyhoe: Before I go into 
that I would like to read one thing 
here to show that someone is not 
stating the truth, and I would like 
to have it brought out. I have in- 
vited the air force to put me back 
on active duty, and have me court- 
martialed for falsifying the air force 
documents, if they can prove that 
anything I have said about official 
sightings or Utah pictures is false, 
and I repeat that here and now. 

I have documents here which 
prove it. I have proof from the 
former head of Project Bluebook, 
who cleared all of these documents 
for me at Wright Field. I have a 
statement here by the official who 
gave them to me at the Pentagon 
who was assigned to do that. I can 
prove that every case in that book, 
that I say is from the reports, is 
an official sighting case, that the 
pictures were taken and were an- 
alyzed and the analysis has not been 
released. 


Mr. Leonard: And _ still they 
deny that they have any evidence 
whatever that these things are 
from space. 


Major Keyhoe: ‘That’s right, 
but here is what they told me re- 
peatedly: “We have no concrete 
evidence.” Now Mr. Finletter, the 
former Secretary of the Air Force 
said this when he was briefed by 
Intelligence officers in 1952 after a 
series of sightings: “There is n 
evidence yet, no concrete evidence 
to prove or disprove the existence 
of flying saucers. However, sinc 
we cannot explain a number of th 
sightings, the air force will con 
tinue its investigation.” ; 


Mr. Leonard: He said nothin 
about spaceships? 


Major Keyhoe: No, but man 
of these sightings, which I can’ 
read here, but some of them are 
in the book, and any that you wis 
to know I will be glad to sho 
to you—these have been computed 
and confirmed by radar, and In- 
telligence certifies that the speed 
were measured at speeds of thou- 
sands of miles an hour, and tha 
the objects were solid. 


Mr. Leonard: They don’t certify 
any such thing, Major. These 
things have been analyzed by. 
higher groups than the air force, 
and their conclusion is just what ] 
read to you. 


Mr. Murray: Well, gentlemen) 
we wilh return to that in jusi 
a moment. As you know, eack 
week Town Meeting presents ¢ 
handsome 20-volume set of the 
American People’s Encyclopedia tc 
the listener who submits the mosj 
provocative and timely questior 
pertinent to the subject under dis 
cussion. Tonight’s question come: 
from Mr. E. W. Connell of Lin 
coln, Nebraska. Mr. Connell’: 
question, gentlemen, is this: “I: 
there any specific area in whicl 
flying saucers are seen more fre 
quently than in other places? JI 
so, where?” Major, do you wan 
to answer that first? 
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Major Keyhoe: They have been 
seen all over the world. They 
have been seen everywhere from the 
North Pole up to Greenland and 
Alaska and every country that we 
know of except behind the Iron 
Curtain, and there have been very 
tew cases, but a few, from that 
area. In this country, they have 
been seen most frequently around 
airforce bases and occasional 
atomic installations. Now that 
may be because there is more ob- 
servation there, but it still remains 
a fact that they have been seen 
there more frequently. And that is 
where the air force has placed 
these 75 new cameras which they 
have distributed around the coun- 
try and at foreign bases abroad 
to get pictures of these objects 
and try to resolve the light source. 


Mr. Leonard: Up to date, those 
cameras have seen nothing. 


Mr. Murray: Mr. Leonard, what 
is your answer to the quetsion? 


Mr. Leonard: My answer is that 
the saucers are most frequently 
seen in places where people have 
read the most about flying saucers. 
I was in England a few years ago 
and I went to Cambridge Univer- 

: sity. The professors up there kidded 
me about American belief in fly- 
ing saucers. I told them that in 
ten days, when I returned, they 
would be seen in England. I based 
that prediction on the fact that 
London newspapers were going to 
tun stories on flying saucers. When 
I went back to Cambridge ten 

‘ days later there had been saucers 
seen all over England, Scotland, 

' “ales, Ireland, everywhere. So I 

’ #on my bet with the dons at Cam- 

| Beidge. That’s my answer to that 

« gpe. 

Major Keyhoe: They have also 
|-Been seen in places where they had 
| fad no flying saucer reports at all. 

ey have been seen in Africa, the 
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Far East, the Near East, by Chinese 
who can’t even read their own 
language. They have been seen all 
over the world, in places where 
they had no communication about 


flying saucers—books, articles, or 
newspapers... 
Mr. Leonard: They were seen 


in ancient times, but they called 
them dragons and witches. 

Major Keyhoe: If the air force 
were convinced that what they tell 
the public is true, why are they 


spending money, and a lot of 
money, to investigate this? Why 
have they sent jets at least 


four hundred times in the past 
four years to chase unidentified 
objects? There is a standing order 
that any time the existence of a 
UFO is established on a radarscope 
that jets must be ordered aloft to 
try to intercept it. 


Mr. Leonard: I think that is a 
very reasonable thing to do. 

Major Keyhoe: Why don’t they 
write it off? If the air force really 
believes what they are saying, why 
are they going to all this trouble? 


Mr. Murray: If I may interrupt, 
is there anything which has oc- 
curred lately, or any recent steps 
taken by the air force, to show 
that they are now more concerned 
perhaps than before, or than they 
have officially admitted, about un- 


identified flying objects? Anything 
specific? 
Mr. Leonard: I think not, and 


I think this letter I read to you, 
dated December 15, from the Secte- 
tary of the Air Force, shows that. 


Mr. Murray: Gentlemen, now 
we have come to the most intrigu- 
ing portion of America’s Town 
Meeting, where we entertain ques- 
tions from the audience directed to 
both of you. I would like to 
recognize at the outset the gentle- 
man on my left. 


QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


Questioner: 1 would like to ad- 
dress my question to Major Key- 
hoe. Major Keyhoe, I would like 
to ask you how possible is it for 
the flying saucer, or the thing seen, 
to be pilotless and to be controlled 
from the ground by the U. S. or 
some foreign power? 

Major Keyhoe: Well, if such a 
device existed which had those 
speeds and capabilities, it could be 
guided by remote control, just as 
we guide our drones or pilotless 
bombers. 


Mr. Murray: Next question, 
please. 
Questioner: Mr. Leonard, don’t 


you think that the air force may 
not wish to create panic and that is 
why they are withholding the in- 
formation that they may have? 
And also that they may have dis- 
covered that these visitors are not, 
after all, hostile or out to attack 
us in any way? 

Mr. Leonard: Well, that is 
really two questions. I think 
the first one about their not want- 
ing to create panic, I think if they 
are proceeding in that way they are 
being very, very remiss in their 
duty. The air force is supposed to 
protect us and not to allow us to 
live in a fool’s paradise. I think 
that if anyone in the air force tried 
to do that, the high levels of the 
government, the President, the 
Secretary of Defense, would im- 
mediately stop them because it 
would be the worst way to get us 
in trouble. And this question of 
having made contacts with them 
and decided they are not hostile, I 
think in that case they would be 
delighted to tell us all about it. 

Questioner; My question is ad- 
dressed to Major Keyhoe. Is there 
a possibility, Major Keyhoe, that 
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another planet might be trying to 
contact the earth? 

Major Keyhoe: I think that is 
partly the answer. Of course, there 
is no way of knowing which one | 
it might be. It’s possible it might 
be within our own solar system. 
Perhaps the Mars Committee, 
which has now been established to 
watch Mars as it nears the earth, 
may find some evidence during the 
coming year. 


Questioner: Mr. Leonard, how 
do you explain the destruction of 
Captain James Mantell and his 
plane while chasing a flying saucer, 
under orders of his superior of- | 
ficer, over Fort Knox, January 7, 
1948? 


Mr. Leonard: I can’t explain it, 
and I don’t think anyone else can. 
I think something happened to that 
pilot when he went up and tried 
to climb. He may have climbed , 
beyond the limit of his plane, may | 
have gone into a spin. Something 
happened to him. The fact that 
this pilot had a crash when he 
was pursuing something that was 
real or imaginary certainly does 
not prove that it was a spaceship 
from another planet. 


Mr. 


Murray: Major Keyhoe 


wants to comment on that. ! 


Major Keyhoe: ‘That case has : 
been one of the most notorious | 
and most widely discussed in all” 
the history of the saucers. At one 
time, the air force said that they 
had absolutely ruled out that it was _ 
the planet Venus. Fifteen months — 
later, after my first article came 
out, they decided it was Venus. 
Three days after that, one of their 
top consultants, one of their top 
astro-physicists in this country, 
stated that only under certain very 
peculiar conditions could you see’ 


' Venus in daylight and you would 
have to know exactly where to look 
with your hand shaded against the 
sun. There is a long official state- 
ment connected with that case 
which you will find in the first 
official reports of the air force. 


Mr. Murray: Another question, 
please. 
Questioner: Major Keyhoe, ac- 


_ cording to the research done, what 
kind of propulsion are scientists 
considering to be used in the flying 

. saucer? 


Major Keyhoe; There have been 
various types suggested; I imagine 
it will be something unknown to 
us. In Canada they have strongly 

_ considered the idea of electro- 

magnetic propulsion. Mr. Smith, 
head of Project Magnet in Canada, 
has gone along on that theory 
without actually accepting it, but 
they have done some experimental 
work on it. It may be the answer. 
It may be something unknown io 
us; it may be atomic power. It 
can be completely out of our 
knowledge. 


Mr. Leonard: I would like to 
say something rude on that subject. 
I read this statement by Mr. Smith, 
who, by the way, has absolutely 
no backing from the Canadian gov- 
ernment, and in his statement, I 
think he was either kidding, Major 
Keyhoe, or he is not a very good 
| physicist. 


Major Keyhoe: Mr. Leonard, 
you say there is no backing from 
tae Canadian government. He is 
ze head of the new observatory; 
ise is in charge of many units up 
there; he was introduced to me 
| irough officials in Washington, 
‘ Geared through the Canadian Em- 
| bassy. His report was sent to me 
liom Ottowa on official govern- 
(-pyent paper, it was certified to me 
| Mr. Arnold Wright of the 
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Canadian Embassy as an official 
document. If you question that, 
write to the Canadian Embassy in 
Washington and they will confirm 
it. 

Mr. Leonard: They have al- 
ready told me. My information is 
that he does all these things for 
the Canadian Government, but his 
project of investigating spaceships 
is entirely on his own. They have 
no objection to his using their in- 
struments, and I suppose he uses 
their paper too. 


Major Keyhoe: Someone has 
been kidding you, Mr. Leonard. I 
have it, I can prove it; I have 
seen it. Dr. Solandt has confirmed 
it up there, and I don’t think Dr. 
Solandt’s word can be disputed. 


Mr. Leonard: As a matter of 
fact, I think it is a rather good 
thing to do. They should investi- 
gate these things. I noticed that 
Mr. Smith had not made any an- 
nouncement that he has detected 
spaceships with his gravity meters. 

Major Keyhoe: ‘That’s right. He 
has made no statement; the man is 
no fool. I would give him credit 
for having as much intelligence as 
anyone in this room. 

Mr. Murray: May we proceed 
with the next question? 


Questioner: I would like to 
know, since I have never seen this 
published, what criteria are used 
to distinguish between guided or 
controlled objects and_ so-called 
natural objects from outer space? 
And how can you tell an outer 
space flying object from a planetary 
flying object? 


Mr. Leonard: It is one of 
those things. These pilots who see 
something maneuvering around, so 
right off they are controlled by an 
intelligence, and I don’t know how 
they know. It is one of these 
jumping to a conclusion; you see 


something you can’t understand; 
you say, “Gosh!” there’s a little 
man from Venus sitting there with 
a stick in between his knees 
maneuyering the thing around. 
I think they have no way of know- 
ing. There are some things that 
come from outer space that we do 
know about—meteors, and they are 
very easy to identify and they are 
characteristic. 


Major Keyhoe: 1 would like to 
cut in for one moment. This is 
another case which you dispute as 
being official, but I can prove it is 
official On December 6, 1952, 
over the Gulf of Mexico all the 
crew of a B-29 bomber sighted 
some 20 of these objects moving 
at a terrific speed. They were 
tracked by radar and they decided 
they must be wrong and they re- 
calibrated it. Here is what the 
pilot said: “One group of blips 
was noted after the set was cali- 
brated to arc about and swing in 
behind us at about 30 miles, and 
maintained speed and distance for 
approximately 10 seconds. Con- 
tact was broken off after a group 
of the blips, measuring about a 
one-half inch arc, proceeded off 
the crest of the scope—computed 
speed of over 9,000 miles an hour. 

The radar officer said: “I noticed 
one unit approached the aircraft 
at a terrific rate of speed. I timed 
it with a stopwatch and the flight 
engineer computed the speed at 
5,240 miles an hour. I alerted the 
entire crew to look at the object 
visually and they were seen as 
flashes of light moving across the 
sky, several sightings each time 
we called out the clock times.” 
He said: “I am convinced the 
object was real, moved at extremely 
high speed, was not a certain eye 
affection or optical illusion.” Now 
that is an official air force report. 


Mr. Leonard: That is the of- 
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ficial report of those people in that 
plane? 


Major Keyhoe: That’s right. 


Mr. Leonard: Don’t call it of- 
ficial; they’re trained to fly an |) 
airplane. 


Major Keyhoe: Well, it is cer- 
tainly official if it goes through Air | 
Force Intelligence. 


Mr. Leonard; No, they are not 
official. 
Mr. Murray: Gentlemen, we do 


have more questions. 


Questioner: Major Keyhoe, it 
is almost useless now because 
you’ve answered so many questions 
that perhaps would take care of | 
this, but what I was asking was, 
have flying saucers ever been seen 
to land, or are they always going — 
at this terrific speed? . 


Major Keyhoe: There is no 
confirmed report of any landings. 
There have been several cases 
where they have been seen or | 
reportedly have been seen hovering » 
close to the ground, and these in- | 
clude some of the sightings by air 
force personnel and radar men, but 
I do not believe any of these wild 
stories of contacts and talks with 
space men and things of that sort. | 


Questioner; Mr. Leonard, is it 
not as dogmatic to state that we 
know what these objects are not 
as to say what we know they are? | 
Do not both await proof, and how 
do you explain their greater speed? 


Mr. Leonard: Most of the speeds 
that have been determined were 
determined by people who were 
just plain guessing. You can’t tell 
how fast a thing is going in the 
air if you don’t know how big it 
is. Radar determinations of speed 
are also open to a great deal of | 
doubt. Radar is not infallible. It | 
is full of tricks. And it can be_ 


‘ooled by optical effects in the air 
—refractions. Sometimes the things 
hat they see are very much like 
lhe moving objects you see on the 
uzface of a pond when you look 
it the moon trail and things of 
hat sort. 


Questioner; Do you mean that 
jeHections, or something caused by 
<mown natural causes, can be faster 
han that which causes it? 


Mr. Leonard: Yes, if you will 
weep a searchlight across a cloud 
japidly, that spot is moving with 
‘ery great speed. 


Questioner: I see, but I still 
fon’t believe you. (Laughter) 
Mr. Leonard: I am afraid I’m 
jonfronted with faith. 


Mr. Murray: Major Keyhoe, 
lid you have a comment you 
wished to make about that inter- 
lanetary possibility ? 


Major Keyhoe: Yes, it is a 
juestion of whether or not other 
jlanets are inhabited. Recently, in 
be November issue of the Atlantic 
Monthly, Dr. Howard Shapley, Di- 
ector of Harvard Observatory, 
ind one of the outstanding astron- 
»mers of the world, wrote an 
icticle in which he answered the 
Is there life on other 
He said: “Let us ap- 
Tiroach it as skeptically as pos- 
Hible,’” which he did, and ruling 
jut every angle he could, he finally 
fame to this conclusion which he 
tated: “There are at least 100 mil- 
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lion inhabited planets in the uni- 
verse. We are not alone.” 

I think that is something for 
everyone in this country to ponder. 
Out of 100 million, there must 
be one or two somewhere near 
enough that they could be launch- 
ing spaceships to observe this 
earth. Dr. Shapley also said that 
some of these races would un- 
doubtedly be far ahead of us, so 
that men would seem decidedly 
primitive. 

Mr. Leonard: The fact that 
there may be spaceships, that there 
may be races in space that have 
spaceships, does not prove that 
these observations are spaceships. 
To try to prove it, you are mak- 
ing a very long, logical jump from 
something you don’t know to some- 
thing you dogmatically assume, and 
most of the people that believe this 
stuff and most of the people that 
publish this stuff are getting sci- 
ence fiction mixed up with scienti- 
fic fact. 


Mr. Murray: Gentlemen, it 
seems you have been clearly at 
two extremes this evening. They 
are on the one hand, according to 
Major _ Keyhoe, interplanetary 
spaceships, and Mr. Leonard denies 
that. But may they not be some- 
thing else in between? That will 
certainly be left for the scientists 
and the military men to determine 
at a future date. Thank you very 
much for your most interesting 
discussion. 
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‘Steinmetz. In 1932 Mr. 


Leonard went 


to Venezuela to write Men of 


“Maracaibo, a book about the life of American oil men in that country. He 


‘Yiyed and trayeled widely in Latin America for several years. 


His first 


“Assignment for Time, upon joining the staff in 1943, was as a writer in 


the Latin America section. 


He became Time’s science editor in 1945. His 


atest book, Flight Into Space, a philosophical but factual view of the 
~ yacts and fancies of space flight, was published in October, 1953. 
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Background Questions 
What are “flying saucers’? Have you ever seen one? 


Are flying saucers man-made objects? 

a. Are they a secret weapon that our Air Force has developed an 
is testing? 

b. Evaluate the rumors that they are Russian in origin. Could the 
have originated in any other country? 

c. How many “flying saucers” sighted have turned out to be mete 
ological balloons or distant aircraft? 

Are “flying saucers” natural phenomena? 

a. Do certain planets in favorable positions give the impression 
“flying saucers’? 

b. Do meteors ever appear as rapidly moving disc-shaped obiects 


c. Do reflections of thin layers of cloud and haze ever give th 
appearance of disks? 


d. Evaluate Dr. Menzel’s theory that many “flying saucers” ar 
optical illusions caused by temperature inversion (especially i 
desert areas) and reflections of searchlights or auto headlights 


e. Is radar, as well as the human eye, capable of playing tri 
for which it was not designed? 
Are “flying saucers” hallucinations, hoaxes, or mirages? 


Are “flying saucers” spaceships from another planet? 

a. What scientific evidence is there to support this contention? 

b. If they are inter-planetary, is there any evidence to indicate fron 
which planet they come? 

When were “flying saucers” first sighted? 

a. Is it true that they suddenly appeared in 1947 for the first time 


b. If so, does this support the inter-planetary theory as oppose 
to that favoring natural phenomena? 


c. Was this type of phenomena common before 1947? 
d. If so, why are they so much more frequent today? Are w 
just prone to be more aware of them? 


Is there any significance to the geographical pattern of ‘flyin 
saucer” sightings ? 


Is it possible for an observer, (even a trained observer) on th 
ground, from a single point and with his eyes alone, to give 
reliable estimate of distance, size and speed? 
Evaluate the significance of Air Force reports that in 1953, | 
has been able to explain 90 per cent of all saucer sightings i 
terms of known phenomena, as against 80 per cent in 1952. 
Evaluate the contention that some Air Force officers are attemp 
ing to conceal the facts about “flying saucers” from the publi 
What research has Canada been doing in this field? 
a. It is reported that Canada is building a plane shaped like 
flying disc with a nearly circular wing. Is this report correct 


b. Has a plane with such a shape any particular potentialities th 
might make it a forerunner of a spaceship? 
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